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Vizhinjam may finally
get container terminal

85 REFORTFR
Thiruvanantbapzurarm, 5 August

crala’s long-pending

dream for 4 concainger
rrars-shipoment termimal is fi-
nally showing signs of tuen-
ing Lowards reality, with the
Ministry of Defencn giving the
wll impoettant nod for the can-
struction of the meeh-ralked-
ahoeat Inrernational Connain-
e Trans shipment Terminal
at Wizhinjam, near the Kerala

apital. The prajoct is esti-
mated o cosr abaut By 3318
ST,

Thestate government had
entaercd inlo an agEreement
with o consorlium — com
prising Hyderabad-bused Lan-
oo lnndapalli Power (vt Lid,
Malaysia-based Pembinaan
Rrdzai Sdn Bhd and Lancs In-
frastructure Led  to imple-
menl the proaject. With fhe de-
ferven ministiy's clearance, rhe
all haws breer set rolling in this
regare, Bources here said thal
thie Jefence ministry has a5kl
the Kerala government 1o o
ahewd with the doal.

The deal, howovor
thee final stamp of ap;
Iy after a faw condini or-
warded by the minisiey are al
lowed, sowrces saidl, The Cen
tre has directod the state to
accord permission e anchor
naval vesaels Al any piven dme,
and s also inlormed the goy-
ernment thal g representarive
of the navy should be ap-
pointed as & security officor
— The e riders that the srane

will g2t
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Tha defence ministry has spproved the construction of
International Containar Trans-shipment Terminal at

Vizhinjam, near Kerala capital

& FOVRIAmILLL,
SOVEITIMIE hacl a
apperoval 1o ocon
<L oo Build-Up
BOT) madel

iclered w
slruction
i 1 MMumbiai-
hased Videooor Indusiries,
hesides the Lanca hid.

The projest is expected o

be undemaken in two phases,
z hoped that the clearance
m the inteligence hureau
will aleo come by soon, Thie
srarc is expected o sign an
agreermant with the consomium
sonn gler all the formalities
from the Centre are over,

Tt may be recalled rhal the
Centre had, during the erst-
while Congress goveernment's
lenure in Kerala, declined ap-
proval for the project citing -
sHCUIty concerns due Lo Chi-
nzze involvement, The then
sonTium, which bagyed the
wraject, included two Chinese
companies and g Mumbai-
hazed player.




